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Indiana MainStreet 
Program ALIVE in 
Att ica, IN 
 
ATTICA, IN – First active in 
the 1980s and early 1990s, 
the Attica, Indiana Main 
Street Program is Alive and 
rejuvenated by the recent 
award of OCRA Grant 
Money to rehabilitate the 
Historic Perry Street District. 
Look for meeting notices and 
a personal invitation to 
attend a Main Street Attica 
Social December 19th , 2008 
5pm – 7pm FC Neighbor 
2nd Floor (enter Mill St.) 
 
INDIANA MAIN STREETS 
Indiana Main Street 
encourages economic 
development, 
redevelopment, and 
improvement of the 
downtown areas of Indiana 
cities and towns, through 
Grass Roots local volunteers 
and professionals. 
As the traditional heart and 
hub of government, 
commerce, justice, and 
social interaction the 
downtown business district 
plays a crucial role in the 
overall image of a 
community. The program 
emphasizes the preservation 
and development of 
traditional downtown 
resources.   

ATTICA COMMUNITY MEMBERS RECEIVED 
BY LT. GOVERNOR AT STATE CAPITAL 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN – Members of the 
Attica Community and Design 
Professionals from the Perry Street 
Façade Renovations met with Lt. 
Governor Becky Skillman on Monday to 
receive a $330,402 grant from the Office 
of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA). 
The Grant money will be matched by 
$92,577 local dollars and used to help 
Historic Downtown Attica businesses 
with a major face lift. 

Over the last 20 years, business 
owners and city officials have targeted 
solutions as businesses leave the 
downtown Attica area, either to relocate 
or disappear all together. New sidewalks, 
trees, benches, lighting and banners 
were installed in the late 1990s. Spurred 
by the tragic collapse of the Hoosier 
Restaurant and several recent second 
floor fires, a report was commissioned in 
2007 to outline multiple phases of 
Façade Restoration on Historic Perry 
Street, Attica Indiana. 

The 2007 Study of Downtown Attica 
became a call to action, re-forming the 
Attica MainStreet Program. This six 
person committee is a branch of the 
highly respected and influential National 
Main Street Program. There are 68 Main 
Street Communities in Indiana. 

Now active for more than a year, the 
Attica MainStreet Committee has been 
instrumental in the on-going 
redevelopment of three properties. In 
July 2008, they selected Brenner Design 
Architects in conjunction with a 1/3 
million dollar grant opportunity from 
Indiana’s Office of Community and Rural 
Affairs.  

On November 14, Attica Indiana was 
awarded $330,402 from the State of 
Indiana. This money will be matched with 
$92,577 local funds to complete a 
$422,979 renovation of 15 buildings in 
downtown Attica. Historic Landmarks 
Foundation of Indiana, the Attica 
Community Foundation of the Western 
Indiana Community Foundation, and City 
of Attica have all participated with more 
than $35,000. Building owners 
participating in renovations raise 20%, all 
together $57,100, towards their individual 
projects. The average renovation is 
$20,000 or which $4,000 comes from the 
building owner and $16,000 comes from 
the State of Indiana. Local Attica 
Contractors and Regional Contractors 
will team together to complete brick 
restoration, window repairs and 
replacements, and paint repairs 
scheduled for Spring to Fall 2009. 
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FEATURE – Craft ’s  Appl iances 

ALL EYES ON PERRY STREET !!! 
Façade Renovation Calendar 
 
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 
09 Jan 09 Perry Street / Main Street Meeting – Final 

Comments for Design Team 
12 Jan 09 * City Council Meeting – Present Final 

Drafts Structural / Architectural Report 
19 Jan 09 * SPECIAL City Council Meeting – Official 

Beginning of Contract Documentation  
 
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION 
20 Jan 09 * 5pm, Downtown Attica Social – 

Construction Document Kick-Off 
03 Feb 09 Perry Street / Main Street Meeting – 

Review 50% Construction Documents  
17 Feb09 Perry Street / Main Street Meeting – 

Review 90% Construction Documents 
19 Feb 09 Bids Advertised to Contractors 

(Prints Available 27 Feb 09) 
2 Mar 09 * 5pm, Downtown Attica Social – Final 

Review of Phase I Project 
 
BIDDING 
27 Feb 09 Bid Documents Available To Contractors 
10 Mar 09 *     1pm, Pre-Bid Meeting And Site Visit – 

Contractors Ask Architect Questions 
23 Mar 09      5pm,  Last Date For Contractor To 

Submit Question To Design Team 
27 Mar 09      Noon, Last Architectural / Structural 

Addendum To Bid Documents 
31 Mar 09 *       1pm, Public Bid Opening - Contractor 

Bids Due At City Of Attica 
31 Mar 09 * Announcement Of Apparent Low-Bid 

Contractor(s) 
13 Apr 09 City Council Meeting – Present 

Contractor Contract(s) For City Approval 
�
CONSTRUCTION 
14 Apr 09 Pre-Construction Meeting  
 22 WEEKS CONSTRUCTION 
16 Sep 09 Substantial Completion –  

95% Work Completed 
20 Sep 09 39th Annual Potawatomi Festival 
22 Sep 09 Final Punch List 
 
 * Meetings Are Open to the Public 

 

NEXT COMMUNITY MEETING 
19 December 08     5-7pm   FC Neighbor 

Downtown Attica Social 
Greet Brenner Design Architects and Meet the Perry 
Street / Main Street Committee for Cookies & Coffee 
in their Temporary Offices Above the FC Neighbor. 

*** Special Presentation on Saving  
Energy in Historic Buildings *** 

 

ATTICA, IN – There is no doubt 
Craft Appliance is a 
cornerstone of Historic 
Downtown Attica. Originally 
built around 1870, Craft’s store 
at 100 and 104 North Perry was 
once a Drug Store, a Dry-Good 
Retailer, a Theater, and a 
Clothing Store. 

Celebrating their own 27 
years at this prominent location 
at the main intersection of Perry 
Street and Main Street, Bill and 
Sue Craft have not only built a 
vibrant business but literally 
raised a family from their 
Victorian era building at 100 
North Perry Street. “I remember 
when Brian (then 10) was 
playing on the second floor, and 
suddenly fell through the ceiling 
right behind a customer!”, 
recalls Sue.   

Both the Craft’s children, 
Brian and Lisa, have returned 
to work the family business. 
In 2002 Lisa opened the 
AT&T Mobile Store at 106 
North Perry Street. Brian can 
be seen working late hours 
as the Craft Appliance repair 
technician.  

Bill Craft explained his 
love of Attica and success 
downtown, “People come 
back to Craft Appliance 
rather than going to the 
larger stores in Lafayette and 
Crawfordsville. We are part 
of their community, and we 
come on an hour’s notice 
when they really need us. 
You don’t get that 
relationship anywhere but 
Crafts and anywhere but a 
town like Attica.” 

PRESERVATION FACTS and MYTHS 
DON’T LET THE COLD IN! 
WINDOWS AND DOORS MAY 

NOT BE YOUR WORST ENEMY 

 
A recent study by Ball State 

University of Muncie Indiana 
Architecture Program proved that 
windows and doors only account 
for 5% of the heat lost in a 
traditional building! A surprising 
80% of the heat lost was traced to 
holes in the basement foundation 
matched by holes in the attic roofs. 
These often un-seen gaps create a 
‘stack effect’ much like a chimney, 
propelling heat straight out of the 
building! 

Learn more on windows and 
sealing basements / attics at the 
next Downtown Attica Social  
Friday December 19th 5 – 7pm 
2nd floor F C Neighbor  


